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Ohio Library Association Officers for 1933-34 


~~ 


Earn N. MANCHESTER, President Witt H. Couuins, lice-President 
Ohio State University Akron Public Library 


KATHARINE SHOREY, Secretary Annie S. Currer, lice-President 
Greene County Library Cleveland Public Library 


Grorce J. BLAZzier, Treasurer Mary Wiper, | ice-President 
Marietta College Library Circleville Public Library 


The Offcers and three immediate past Presidents constitute the Executive Board. 


We Meet This Year In Akron 


The annual meeting of the Association will be held in Akron on October 8 - 10, 
Monday to Wednesday. We follow again the traditional “early in October” date 
of our Association conference, interrupted last year by the Spring meeting in 
Columbus set to avoid coniiict with the A.| meeting in October in Chicago. 
It is five years since an O.L.A. conference has met in the northeastern section of 
the state and a large attendance is confidently expected. 





The Ohio Library Trustees Association 


As at Columbus, the Ohio Library Trustees Association will meet with us on 
Tuesday, October 9th and we hope for a good representation of Library Trustees 
at Akron. President J. J. Weadock, Jr., of Lima is sending announcements of the 
joint session to the members of the ‘Trustees Association, and while no formal 
program is contemplated, discussion of matters of particular interest to Trustees 
and Library Board members will be on the calendar of proceed’ngs. Present plans 
call for a luncheon meeting at noon on ‘Tuesday, followed by discussion, 





The Program 


Program making is subject to innumerable changes and alterations which pre- 
vent early definite announcement but the general outlines are perhaps definitely 
enough fixed for this preliminary notice. 

The first session will be held Monday evening, October 8th, and will com- 
prise a short business session of routine items, an address and an informal social 
hour after the address. 

Tuesday will be devoted to Round Table and Group discussions, the type of 
program varying with each group. Apparently luncheon meetings followed by 
informal discussicn will be a popular choice of the Chairmen and Committees in 
charge. Sections to be represented will be Large Libraries, Small Libraries, 
Coliege, University and Normal School Libraries, Catalogers, School and Children’s 
Librarians. The Chio chapters of the Special Libraries Association will schedule 
a meeting on lines similar to their group meeting at Columbus last April. A 
newcomer to our program will be the Junior Members Group. 


The Junior 
Members of the Cincinnati Public ha 


brary will sponsor the meeting which will be 
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ot the Round Table type. Discussion of organization plans, affiliation with the 
O.L.A. and future programs of action will interest many of our younger members. 
A luncheon is planned for Wednesday. 

The Local Committee under the Chairmanship of Mr. Will H. Collins plans 
a visit to the rubber industries of Akron after the conclusion of the luncheon 
meetings and their accompanying programs, details of the trip to be announced 
later. 

In the evening will be held the Association dinner followed by the 2d General 
Session. Our speaker will be Miss Vera Brittain, author of one of the year’s 
most popular books, “The Testament of Youth”. Reports of Miss Brittain’s 
charm and abilities as a speaker promise us a most pleasant evening. 

On Wednesday morning a General Session is scheduled of which the general 
theme will be Steps toward State and National Planning. It ‘s expected that a 
representative from the Ohio State Planning Board will outline the Board’s ideas 
of the place and function of the libraries in their comprehensive plan, and afford 
opportunity to discuss certain features of the plan as they apply particularly to 
various types of Oho Libraries. Some luncheon meetings will doubtless be 
scheduled for Wednesday. Wednesday afternoon will be devoted to reports and 
business preceded by an address. 

O.L.A. members will note that the session is short but compact, providing 
ample opportunity to reach Akron in time for the first General Session and 
closing early enough on Wednesday to reach home Wednesday night. Opportunity 
to visit points of interest in Akron, its shops and various attractions ‘s provided on 
Monday afterncon and for shorter periods between sessions cn Tuesday and 
Wednesday. 

Headquarters will be at the large and commodious Mayflower Hotel, whose 
management assures us of the best of care. It will be the center of the O.L.A. 
activities and most, if not all of the meetings, will be held there. See program 
for details. Convention rates are as follows: 


Hotel Single Double 
Mayflower 2.50 3.50 All rooms with bath and toilet 
Portage 1.50 2.50 With lavatory and toilet 
2.00 to 2.50 3.00 to 3.50 With bath 

4.00 With twin beds and bath 

YWCA 1.00* *With hot and cold running 
water 
2.00** **With private bath 


Early reservations are desirable and are particularly necessary for accomoda- 
tion at the YWCA. 

The Ohio meeting is always a port of call for publishers, booksellers, and 
manufacturers and dealers in Library supplies. ‘Their exhibits are always inter- 
esting and well worth attention. Our treasurer Mr. Blazier reports that there 
will be excellent exhibits at Akron and the facilities at the Mayflower for exhibi- 
tion purposes will add to the convenience and attractiveness of this feature of the 
meeting. 

Mr. Blazier reports also that the treasury of the Association has been slowly 
but steadily acquiring funds as dues come in from our membership. 

Mr. Blazier’s monthly statement for August shows: 


Balance on Hand, August Ist, 1934 _.. $1,381.11 
Memberships (August) 73.00 
$1,454.11 








CO NNEWS BULLETIN ret ¢ 





We have been fortunate this year in that it has not been necessary to spend 
for expenses of the legislative committee any substantial amount of money and a 
large part of what was tentatively set aside for this purpose can be used next year 
should the emergency again rise. 

While it is a matter for congratulation that the present financial status of 
the Ohio libraries was not disturbed by proposed legislation in each of the special 
legislative sessions, it should not be forgotten that another special session is due 
in November and that the complicated problem of a tax program for Ohio is still 
very far from solution. We should be ready to meet any proposals which might 
lessen the security of our present position. 


Membership 


Like most organizations of our type in these days of curtailed budgets, our 
membership list has suffered the usual losses of persons who have withdrawn from 
library work for obvious reasons, plus, a number of librarians who feel, with 
justification, that under present financial conditions they can no longer maintain 
their membership in the O. L. A. This is a regrettable if inevitable accompani- 
ment of hard times. Counteracting tendencies are found in the excellent work 
of Chairman Blazier and his associates in the various libraries over the state who 
send in from time to time new members. Whether the gain in new members will 
oftset the losses is probably too optimistic a hope, but we can at least keep the 
matter of O. L. A. membership before our staff as occasion offers without undue 
pressure. A survey of our libraries, with some noteworthy exceptions, will dis- 
close persons who should be both O. L. A. and A. L. A. members. Here is an 
exceedingly practical bit of work for each library to consider. 

Respecting membership in the A. L. A. Ohio has always held a significant 
place, a record which we should be interested in maintaining. Miss Helen M. 
‘Tattershall, of Dayton is chairman of Ohio’s representatives on the A. L. A. 
Membership Committee and has a series of maps representing Ohio’s member- 
ship in our national association. Miss Tattershall has been requested to bring 
these maps to Akron and comment upon them. ‘Three paragraphs from a letter 
from Miss Tattershall relative to membership in the A. L. A. are most pertinent 
and timely: 

“Since the American Library Association is the representative organization 
of libraries and library workers in the U. S. and Canada, its activities should be 
of the utmost interest to everyone whose work is in a library, however small. _Li- 
brary trustees, especially, should be better informed about library affairs in order 
to obtain proper recognition for their libraries. 

“The best way to show this interest is to become a part of the American 
Library Association. New members are needed and those whose memberships 
have lapsed are urged to renew them. Ohio must keep her place in the member- 
ship ranks but this cannot be done without the support of the librarians in Ohio. 

“The dues are $3.00 a year with the Bulletin; $5.00 a year with the Bulletin, 
Proceedings and Handbook ; Life Members, $50.00; Contributing members, $25.00 
a year; Sustaining members, $100.00 a year. Is your library an institutional 
member? It can be for $5.00 a year.” 


Send your check or money order to the 
American Library Association, 
520 North Michigan Avenue, . 
Chicago, Illinois. 
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District Meetings 


Under the general direction of Miss Jane Roberts, Akron Public Library, 
Chairman of the Extension Committee, assisted by numerous co-workers, a very 
successful series of district meetings was held during May. To the several Chair- 
men, Hostesses and local members who contributed generously of time and effort 
to make these meetings a success, the Association is greatly indebted. 


Date Place Hostess Chairman 


May 9 Athens Anne C. Keating George J. Blazier 


May 11 Washington Elizabeth Johnson Julia F. Carter 
Court House 


May Piqua Gertrude Irvin Gentiliska Winterrowd 


May Bowling Green Adeline Halleck Mary T. Hardy 
May 2 Wooster Eugenia Glenn Mildred Sandoe 


May 2 Painesville Ruth H. Pierce Roena Ingham 

Space does not permit the repetition of individual programs in this general 
notice, but such topics of general interest as “County Service under the Present 
Intangible Tax Law”, “The Legislative Outlook for Public Library Support in 
Ohio”, “The Talking Book” — a demonstration of a new project of the American 
Association for the Blind, and “County Library Work” were features of some of 
the programs. 


The attendance at the meetings was unusually large. 


The State Library 


A glance at the file of the News Bulletin reveals the fact that nearly every 
number registers some protest concerning conditions and policies in the State 
Library. 

It is a pleasure to report that with the appointment of Mr. Paul A. T. Noon 
as State Librarian, effective January 1934, the State Library enters upon a new 
period of usefulness to Ohio libraries. It is still true that Mr. Noon is com- 
pelled by a meagre appropriation to “make bricks without straw”, but it is hoped 
that more adequate provision may be made for the work of the State Library when 
the Legislature convenes again in regular session. Mr, Noon attended nearly all 
of the district meetings as a first step in orienting himself in library matters in 
Ohio, and many librarians who have not met him personally have received tangible 
evidence of his spirit of work by correspondence. He will carry with him in his 
efforts to build up the services of the State Library to the state at large the best 
wishes of all members of the Oh’o Library Association, 
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The Legislative Situation 


1934 in comparison with 1932 and 1933 was a relatively quiescent period 
contrasted with the strenucus days of legislative proposals affecting the provis:ons 
for the support of libraries in Ohio. The following summary of our present 
status by the Chairman of the Legislative Committee, Mr. Paul North Rice, will 
be appreciated by all our members. 


“The O. L. A. Legislative Committee has pursued a policy of watchful 
waiting during the first few months of 1934. Many tax bills were introduced 
in the Legislature while it was in session and an attempt was made to make sure 
that these bills, in so far as they affected the Lbrary situation at all, safeguarded 
the libraries’ interest. A bill establishing an income tax and a bill establishing 
a sales tax were introduced into the Assembly and approved by the House Tax 
Committee. Both of these bills were satisfactory from the library point of view. 
However, neither of these bills nor any other tax bills were finally passed and in 
May the Governor prorogued the Legislature. “Che Governor exasperated by the 
inability of the Legislature te pass any constructive tax leg'slation is apparently 
unwilling to call the Legislature into session again to consider tax problems until 
after election. The school situation throughout Ohto is so desperate that pres- 
sure is being brought upon the Governor to include the tax problem in the call 
for a special session this summer, but so far he has indicated no willingness to do 
so. It seems probable that it will be November before any tax bill is passed 
that will afiect the library situation, 

This means that to date the permanent legislation for library tax support as 
passed in 1933, Amended Senate Bill No. 30, still stands unaltered. Library 
budgets for 1934 will again be passed upon by the County Budget Commission and 
there is nothing to prevent any County Budget Commission from cutting any li- 
brary budget as much as they see fit. 

Once the County Budget Commission has passed on a Library's budget, the 
library is practically sure of receiving its entire budget as Secticn 56035 of the Gen- 
eral Code was amended in Senate Bill No. 30 to read that after one-fourth of 
one per cent of the undivideds classified property tax has been paid into the state 
treasury for administering expense, each board of public library trustees in the 
county shall receive each half year fifty per cent of their promised budget before 
any amount is distributed elsewhere. 


The diihculty that library boards will face this year is that of persuading 


County Budget Commissions to allow them an adequate budget when the failure 
of the Assembly to approve any adequate tax program leaves municipalities with- 


out proper suppert. County Budget Commissions will realize that by cutting 


library budgets they leave that much more to be distributed from the Intangible 
‘lax to municipalities. 


If it seems impossible to persuade County Budget Commissions to grant any 
library board a reasonable budget in the late summer or early autumn it may be 
wise to suggest the possibility of the Budget Commission delaying final action 
until after the Legislature meets in November as at that time emergency tax bills 
helping municipalities and schools are almost sure to be passed.” 














O. L. A. Committees 1933-34 


Contact Committee (with Citizens 
Library Committee) 

Mr. Carl Vitz, Chairman 

Miss Alice Tyler 

Miss Georgia McAfee 

Mr. Chalmers Hadley 


S 
Mr. George Blazier 


Legislative Steering Committee 
Mr. Paul Rice, Chairman 
Mr. Earl Manchester 

Mr. Carl Vitz 

Mr. James J. Weadock, Jr. 
Myr. I'rederick Dorn 


Le gislative Committee 
Mr. Paul Rice, Chairman 
Miss Linda Eastman 
Mr. Chalmers Hadley 
Mr. Herbert Hirshberg 
Mr. Clarence Sumner 
Mir. Will Collins 

Mr. Carl Vitz 


Members hip Committee 


Mr. rge J. Blazier, Chairman 


€0 
\ . | hice annointee 
And Ts appoincees 


Publicity Committee 

Miss Winifred F. Ticer, Chairman 
Mr. Clarence Sumner 

Miss Gertrude Avey 

Miss Alice Gladden 

Mr. Howard Sohn 

Miss Gentiliska Winterrowd 


Miss Edith Baumgartner 


Extension Committee 

Miss Jane Roberts, Chairman 
Miss Anne Keating 

Miss Eliza Scott 

Miss Clara Shuler 


Anniversary Committee 


Mr. Carl Vitz 


And his appointees 


State Planning Committee 


Earl N. Manchester 
Paul T. Noon 

Miss Linda Eastman 
Mr. Herbert Hirshberg 
Mr, Chalmers Hadley 


Mr. Paul Rice 





